To Hold Reunion

The Tradition Of The Talbotts

By Dee Snloman
dourmal Barald Zpecial Wriler

Y. . . We vizsh that she and father could have been
with us at another party a dozen wyears later. We mean,
of courze, the great reunion we had over the fourth of
July in Dayton in 1947, Seventy-five of us were there —

(Firat of Two Articles)

Katharine and Harry Talbhott's children, sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, prandehildien and great-grandehildren. Father
and mother would have lnughed until thev eried at the
theatricals on Saturgay night at the Meads', whers the
songs and skits of the thied generation, we must admit,
far autshone those of the secand.

"They would have applanded
the son-in-law who [nsizted on
having a photographer present
on every accasion. They would
have been delighted, | thowgh not
at all surprised, by the numbes
ol thele descendanis of all ages
who ! firned, out for e lennis
fourndment, and by he fervor,
AL most the mkill, of the play,

“And that Sunday morning,
when we had he service under
tha elms 'on the Hill wiore
Runnymede (the family homied
onne stocd, they would have
looked from one ta another, as
s did, -and knows as We fenotw
thak the spirit of Runpnymede
la safe (0 youlp, olr ehildien's
and grandohiledren’s mands . . "

Thitz soncludes the hook com-
plird by the ‘mine childeen of
Harald! Elstner and Katharine
Houk Talbolt, whose contribi-
tioms' tp Dinxton et them oft ns
e of the leading [amilies In
the eivimy socfal and  oolivreal
affaice af the ity it of e
ehildren, N Grorge- He Mend
CElgle Talhotll,. Mg, Sehuyler
Churel (Lillan Tathatt Hilton),
Mg Fo M, Thayer (Liak “Pal-
hattl of Philadelphia, M, Al
fred W, Jonns (Katharine “Tals
bintt) ‘ol Sea lalpnd Beach, Go.,
and M=, Charles A, Thomas
iMargaret Talboll) of S Louls,
Moy, are stil] lising.

The tradition of fLaniiiy re-
tinfonn, held savery two yeors
at HBamnymede when Harry
aml Kit Talbott wers alive,
earrien over today, bringing
this Jarge and Nosteons -

iy ingether fromi wherever
they may be 1o lnogh s
hiave fun trngather and o
share in one anothec's Joss
miel sArrows.

Thie year, over the Labor Day
weekend, e enilce family,
now numbering over 140, will
gathert at the Whiteface Inn on
Lake Placid (N.X)) 1o celebraie
thelr fourth reunion since that
af 107,

And betworn the laughier and
tha gainty, each one there will
have. hig own meamovies, hedel
flashbacks nlo the 'past. Harey
and Kit's chilidren may, remems-
et thelrf mother’s hiFihday
book, recorling all of their
hirtha as well a=z her own al
Feb, 13, 18684 They may. re=
member  stofdes thelr mather
fold tham of her yvouth, grows
ing st Rumymode, {hen &
l=avre Inpon kouth of . Iaytan,
part ol what wnan laler to be
leniwyn an Onlowisnt:

Risnnymede in rhose daye find
just been purchaze by Kil's
father, Coorge: Houk, a Iawyver,
The fmmily quickly autgres e
siiff Nitlle four-room farmbolss,
and bva romnes were added: ane
wis the llbraky, and the bed-
o above it was where Kil
Hoitk Talboit and all af her
ghilidren were born. It was: the
lirst of many additions.

George Houk loved o bubid,
and Kit grew up o share in
that love, as did Harry Talbott

(Copfinned On Pops 25)

Brother And Sister Married Brother, Sister
oo Phurston Howlea (loft), Horvold E. Talbotts
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* Christmas Dinner In Playhouse At Runnymede 1938

...ﬁuii&:’hp hotsed indoor tennis court, stage, dressing rooms, kitehen, living
raom and, finelly, an atnmnie enerpy researel labovatary

Talbotts Rich In Tradition

{Gontinund From Page 21)

Talhoii's work I Cannda
aopped, Fortunately he hud
bern paid betors the failure
gl consequently, had enpugh
capital with which tp esinh-
IIgh the H. E. Talbotf eom-

Steel wns reorganized, and
Harry was calied  back 1o
the Sault to do more building,
There Was tow & grealer
sonss of permenence about the
Sault, and Harey rented, Mont-
farmicr, A large stone; elib-
orately  fiumished bolge  that

that housed an indoar tennis

BUL he was (o anjoy the coms-

eourt, & gquash ocourt, dressing  plefe Fieldstona for only-a few
rooms, a greenhouse, kitehen “weeks when his Heart gave ouf
arid living room — mnd &8 stage  while ptailng golf. Kil =gain
at ona end ea that |t could doii=  showad her tremendois sirengih
Ble as an alditovium’ for econ- by keeping: thankfulness fo the
carts, Almost every weekend: fareground of the family's emo-
was npen houde there, and it Hons and thus helplng 1hem

i atpod, like Runnymede, an’ the

Anstier break oame. Abolt top of a hill, with pine weods
the same time, the owner ol aothing Fight oo the lawn, and
Platt, Ironworks asked Talbott a grass tenis . court. The
to become |8 president Al Tulbort children recalled many
310,000 & pear, witch in thoke happy. sumimers  spent - thers,
days was a very hindeont mieh of It having o da with
salary, He bentinoed o this for 'the fact that they eould go
five years until the wﬂ;ﬁmﬂnn ‘right from thiz lavish house to
work heing done by his oWn a suste hunting camp their

. pad grown 15 Aueh famher had bullt nacth.of ik
cOmpRIY, ﬂm!ﬁ ner had bl ;

efforis, g
Rupiyiielie during this time
—its wopds, fislds and. stream,
ne, e and horses—
was- forming & sobid, lovely
backerotmd against wilch the
varying memories of the Tal-  1yE WAR was to open a new
bott children are casl, chapter in  Harry Talboit's
By 1004 ‘husinese war such pusiness life, JIn 1916 He, along
that  Thiboit's  Income  gould wity Charles ¥, Kelteving, Col.
absorh’ the shodks of n large E A, Deeds and Harry Jr
family and the necessary ex= formed the Dayton Matal prod-
p‘amtunl.q_l the hoise Ad UMY pots company  and hogan to
mode, @nd then somg, Cons mapufactuse minitiane for e
sefuently, Harry Jr. owas senl pussians, A Jttle Jatar, hey
aff o Boarding sehivol (The HIll, greated rthe Dayton-Wright Al
Sehoall. The next yesr, Dsldy plane eompany. :
went ‘1o St Margaret's, | fol-

hiE Tiese  happy Hmes,  which
wreaied: [n the children a laat-
Jng love for 'Canndr. and wil-
demness 1de, ended in 1014,
awhen World ' War I -brought an
and 1o the Canadian operations.

e

road now stands, the
eas sed diring WW I a8l ol

Iownd Ly | Lillian ‘e 5L Mar-
garel's and Westover, and in
1808 by Nelsan lo Hotehkles, Th
fach, Hit Talbpt! became al-
most & permanent  fixioes at
Westovor  dutlne the 200 esns
seaut|ve yars Sthint her seven
datizhters were gt schopol there,
She already had a daughter &t
Westover when her ninth child,
Margaret, was born in 1905
Hurry Talbott, too, visied
his sons  and  dsughises  at
their sehinals; eyen though his
builiess Life was growing in-
ereasingly, comnplex. In. 1%,
besides running his own com-
m and the Ironworks; Tal-
Jolngd his future son-in-
ﬁ-&ﬁqﬁm m;ru% dn reors
anizing | el aorporn-
tiop in. Duyton. o e Wil
viee president and geoeral
manager, later becoming
prealdont. Harry. was | chair-
ninh of the baard, an office
he Beld onitd his death in
Tt Mhen b 1om Alevanis

The gompany Was smatl] Hut
there were #o  faw  Aircealt
plants (o the L5, that when we
weont o war, the gavernment

tallegd on it o prodics 4000

plines—nal & small number at
that time. _ _
During the yeirs bnfore and
after the war, Hit Talbett,
whe could sigeteh 2 dollnr
nine different ways when she
had to, also proved her adept:
ness  #f enjoying  Her hus-
bamd's finnneinl wiscess,

She entertalned with retl flair

at Montfermisr and in Dayton,
once housing a British princess
and her vourt at the Camadian
compound. At Runnymeds, she
- addad a Jaige milkle room to the
‘house witich could, (and once
did) house 10 srand pianos for
a program of the Diyton Music
nluh"-. - 49 I. N
But her love for building con-
tinued, and a lite Jater she
‘huilt an enormous playhouse on
the Alaere Bunnyvmede estore

werved & buifal lunch for all
ant sundey,

Lovaled near whers lhe Glen -
‘Maxon JIr. home on Runnyvimade |

' hullding
labdratory  for atomin energy
rercaroh, and has since besnp
torn down.

, Bofore the frest World War,

s over Haryr KA had o the

fiest) warning of heart treuble,
gnd was encouraged to “take It
easy."" He and Kit began spend-
ing their winters: in Miaml,
Fia. Atter a fow vears, they de-
dided 1o build a house there,

“one that would be big enough

far’ everybody. They chose a
Jovely site overlooking the bay,
and 'Fieldstone House'' voge, 11
wis built around an open patio
that Lbad & poal In the center.
Upstairs, the badrooms in) Ihe
enrners of the quadrangln, exch
provided with Its own stairwvay,
witre lnrge rnough to hold extia
note and eribs. The sundecks be-
twien weres ideal for riding tri-
evelns, taking sunbidthz  And
Hin v I'n g breakfast averlooking
the bay.

As the roaring s came In;
everyihing was wonderful
Tiring nll the years sinen hin
firsf rallroading daxs In the
Diakotas  nnd  then  Tlinois,
Harry ‘Falbotl had beéen cim-
stanily bullding his earning
power; Mt he had never
stored that power, so to speak,
by eapitulization, and so was
‘never entively relieved of fi-
nancinl worry, n yenr ha-
fore hullding Fleldsiane, how-
ever, he @and Farry e
merged their various Husiness
projosts in the General Motors
LRI S

Clinries ¥. Kettering, Keyi
ing and Harry Jdr. then went
with o General  WMotars, anl

through a very diffieulr times
She held tightly 'to a philospphy
she Hid many times mopeated
1o her ehildvian, “Consider, the
hlessings for which you may be
thankful—and refleet as Jitle
#5 posgible’ upen vour misior-
tunes, Every human being has
i =hare af hoth,'*

Puring the next 14 years,
Katharine Houk Talhott traveled
extenglvely, pursuing her own
intevests and visiting her ohil-
dier and grandehildren. She
dind at Ronnymeds Oct. 2, 1055,









